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votes of the hundred to McClellan. Of course this is
the invention of some knave. I never said such thing.
I will vote for nobody, because I am not entitled to vote.
Of the two, with the inferences to be drawn at home
and abroad, I would prefer Lincoln, though I know that
McClellan, Vallandigham or even Jeff Davis if Presi-
dent of the U. S. would prosecute the war, and no one
with more vigor than the latter. But at the time the
howl was raised against McClellan I knew it was in a
measure unjust^ for he was charged with delinquencies
that the American people are chargeable for. Thus,
how unjust to blame me for any misfortune now when
all the authorities and people are conspiring to break
up the Army till the election is over. Our armies van-
ish before our eyes and it is useless to complain because
the election is more important than the war. Our
armies are merely paper armies. I have 40,000 Cavalry
on paper but less than 5,000 in fact. A like measure
runs through the whole, and so it was with McClellan.
He had to fight partly with figures. Still I admit he
never manifested the simple courage ajid manliness of
Grant, and he had too much staff, too many toadies, and
looked too much to No. 1. When I was in Kentucky
he would not heed my counsels, and never wrote me
once, but since I have gained some notoriety at Atlanta
and the papers announced, as usually falsely, that I was
for him, he has written me twice and that has depreci-
ated him more in my estimation than all else. He can-
not be elected. Mr. Lincoln will be, but I hope.it will
be done quick, that voters may come to their regiments
and not give the Rebels the advantage they know so well was not thought to be MO
